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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


Area  4,647  acres 

Estimated  Population,  1915  ...  ...  ...  5,182 

Population  (Census  1911)  ...  5,375 

Increase  of  Population,  1901 — 1911  ...  ...  255 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...i  a little  over  1 person  per  acre 

Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses  (1911  Census)  >..  1,268 

Number  of  Persons  per  house  (at  last  Census)  ...  4.2 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  26.0 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  16  4 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  81.4 

Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  1,15 

Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  .77 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  Death-rate  per  1,000  of 

population  ...  ...  ...  1-15 

Cancer  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  1.73 

The  Rateable  Value  in  1915  was  ...  ...  £32,775 

The  Assessable  Value  in  1915  was  ...  ...  £29,182 


The  General  District  Rate  (1915)  was  ...  5/-  in  the  £ 
A.  Rate  of  Id.  in  the  £ is  estimated  to  produce  £72/10/0 


7o  the  Chairman  and  Members 
OF  THE 


Biggleswade  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


Biggleswade, 

May,  1916. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the 
vear  1915. 

Dr.  Milburn  and  myself  have  acted  as  Deputy  Medical 
Officers  since  the  1st  January,  1915,  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Wood,  your  Medical  Officer,  who  received  a commission  in  the 
Sanitary  Corps  of  the  R.A.M.C. 

My  colleague,  Dr.  Milburn,  also  left  the  district  on 
January  1st,  1916,  to  take  up  a commission  in  the  R.A.M.C. 

During  the  year  from  500  to  1,000  troops  have  been 
stationed  in  the  district,  and  the  houses  in  which  they  have 
been  billeted  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  any  case  of  overcrowding  has  been 
reported  to  me  and  steps  taken  to  discontinue  such  overcrowding. 

I would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks 
to  Mr.  Chaundler,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  for  his  valuable 
help  and  also  to  your  Surveyor,  upon  whom  a good  deal  of 
extra  work  has  devolved  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  troops. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  WELSH, 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  1915  is  5,182. 
This  figure  has  been  prepared  by  the  Registrar  General  and 
refers  to  the  civil  population  only. 


Birth-Rate. 

135  children  (66  boys  and  69  girls)  were  born  of  parents 
who  usually  reside  in  the  Urban  District.  this  is  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  of  26.0  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  the 
highest  since  1911  when  the  rate  was  26.2.  The  average 
rate  vfor  ithe  past  ten  years  is  24.7. 

There  were  10  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the 

year. 

Death-Rate. 

92  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  20  of  these 
deaths  occurred  amongst  persons  not  usually  residing  in  the 
district,  and  13  deaths  occurred  in  other  parts  'of  the  country 
of  persons  usually  resident  in  the  district.  The  nett  number 
of  deaths,  therefore,  belonging  to  the  district,  is  85;  which 
is  equal  t,o  a death  rate  of  16.4  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  ten  years  is  14.8 
per  thousand.  'k  \ 

Infant  Mortality 

11  deaths  occurred  among  children  under  1 year  of  age, 
as  compared  with  15  in  1914. 

This  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  81.4  per  1,000  births. 
The  average  deaths  per  1,000  births  during  the  past 
10  years  has  been  99.6. 

Zymotic  Death-Rate 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  epidemic  or  zymotic 
diseases  during  the  year  were  6,  viz.:  Measles.  4,  Diphtheria  1. 
Diarrhoea  1,  being  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1.15  per  l,OOo' 
of  the  population. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions 

The  Institutions  within  the  district  are  the  Workhouse,  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  Small  pox  Hospital.  There  were 
21  deaths  in  the  Workhouse,  and  3 in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
19  of  these  were  non-residents  in  the  district. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  DISTRICT 


Nearly  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  supplied 
from  the  mains  of  the  Biggleswade  Water  Board. 

The  main  supply  is  a very  pure  one,  chemically  and  bacterio- 
logically.  The  water  is  derived  from  a deep  well  in  the 
lower  green  sand,  and  pumped  to  a large  reservoir  on  Topler’s 
Hill. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Drainage  of  the  town  is  effected  by  a modified  “ dual  ” 
system  of  sewers.  The  “ soil  ” sewers  take  all  the  surface 
water  from  yards,  etc.,  at  back  of  houses,  the  other  surface 
water  being  taken  away  by  the  old  surface-water  drains. 

45  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  sewage  scheme 
during  the  year,  making  a total  of  1,132  properties  now 
connected. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  amount  of  sewage  being  dealt 
with  was  about  80,000  gallons  per  day. 

Further  details  with  reference  to  the  Drainage,  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  will  be  found  in  the  last  annual  report. 

Closet  Accommodation 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  the 
Sanitary  Conveniences  of  the  town  and  the  number  of  conver- 
sions during  the  year  1915.  These  figures  have  been  supplied 
to  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

At  the  end  of  1915. 

Number  of  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  36 

Ditto,  with  moveable  receptacles  ...  ...  14 

Water  Closets  provided  with  flushing  cisterns  1062 
Waste  and  hand-flushed  water  closets  ...  9 

Number  of  privies  and  pail-closets  converted 
to  the  water-carriage  system  during  the 
year  1915  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  i 

Scavenging 

There  is  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse,  which  work 
is  carried  ,out  by  the  Coundl’s  own  staff.  The  refuse  is  tipped  at 
two  sites  which  are  situated  outside  the  town. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  three  registered  common  lodging-houses  in 
the  town.  The  premises  are  frequently  inspected  and  the  bye- 
laws fairly  well  observed. 


0 

School  Hygiene 

The  medical  inspection  of  children  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  is  carried  out  by  the  County  School  Medical  Officei. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  close 
any  of  the  schools  for  epidemics  of  infectious  disease. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk  Supply 

There  are  11  persons  registered  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 
Of  'these  10  are  cowkeepers  in  the  town. 

Bake-houses 

There  are  15  Bakehouses  under  inspection,  none  or  them 
underground. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  and  the  conditions  were  usually  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses 

There  are  6 Slaughter-houses  in  the  town,  5 of  which 
are  registered  and  one  licensed.  These  premises  have  been 
frequently  visited  during  the  year  and  the  Regulations  were 
found  to  be  fairly  well  observed. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  1913  the  Council  erected  22  Cottages 
under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  at  a cost  of  £4,040  exclusive  of  land.  All  were  occupied 
throughout  the  year.  20  of  these  cottages  are  let  at  4/6 
per  week  and  2 at  5/-  per  week. 

There  is  still  an  urgent  need  for  more  cottages  suitable 
for  the  working  classes. 

The  following  statement  of  the  work  done  under  Section 
17  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  ,1909,  is  set  out 
in  accordance  with  the  Local  Government  Board’s  General 
Order  of  September  13th,  1910. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ...  41 

Number  of  these  dwelling-houses  considered 

to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  20 

* Number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  6 

Number  oj  Closing  Orders  made...  ...  o 

Number  of  "Dwelling-houses,  the  defects  in 
which  were  remedied  without  the  making 
of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  jg 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses,  which  after  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders  were  put  into 
a fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  o 

•Closing  orders  were  made  by  the  Councilon  these  Cottages  in  1916 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Number  of 

PREMISES. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prose- 

cutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  and  Workplaces 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

63 

1 

Total 

63 

1 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND. 


PARTICULARS. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found 


Remedied 


Referred 
to  H.M 
Inspector 


c n 

C 

O 


o 

u 

CL 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts — 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  Nuisances 
Sanitary  (insufficient 
aceommo-  j unsuitable  or  defective 
dation  I not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouses (S  101)— 
Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bakehouses 
(97  to  100) 

Other  offences — 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out- 
work which  are  included  in  part  3 of 
this  Report) 


Total 


1 

1 

1 

1 


4 


1 

1 

1 
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3.— HOME  WORK.  (Whole  District). 


I Nature  of  Work. 

Outworkers’  List,  Section  107. 

1 

j Number  of 
Inspections 
of 

Outworkers’ 

premises. 

Lists  receivec 
from 

Employers 
once  in  tlie 
Year 

Numbers  of 
Addresses  of 
Outworkers 
received 
from  other 
Councils. 

j 

Numbers  of 

1 Addresses  of 

1 Outworkers 
forwarded 
to  other 
Councils. 

Lists 

Out- 

vv'kers 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making,  etc. 

2 

4 

... 

... 

2 

4—  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  Register  (S,  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

No. 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners 

5 

Laundxdes 

2 

Bootmakers 

6 j 

Bakers 

••• 

10  | 

Motor  and  Cycle  Engineers 

4 I 

Printers 

3 j 

Carriage  Makers  ... 

2 

Basket  Makers 

•••  •••  s t a 

2 

Farriers 

3 i 

Tailors 

4 | 

Upholsterers 

2 

Coaehbuildors  and  Wheelwrights 

• * • • • • 

2 

Other  Workshops  ... 

18  1 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

63 

11 


Sanitary  Inspection 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  also  the  Surveyor  of  the. 
district.  A summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  is  set 
out  on  page  12. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Small  Pox  Hospital 

This  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District,  in  a field  adjoining 
Langford  Road,  about  a mile  from  Biggleswade  Station.  It 
is  a corrugated  iron  building  lined  with  match-board.  It 
consists  of  2 wards,  each  containing  6 beds.  There  is  a bath- 
room and  sink  adjoining  each  ward,  and  earth  closets  are 
provided.  Ther'e  is  an  administrative  block  and  a small 
mortuary.  A caretaker  resides  on  the  premises. 

General  Isolation  Hospital 

This  is  a permanent  building  situated  on  the  Potton  Road, 
about  one  m,ile  from  Biggleswade.  It  consists  of  an  admin- 
istrative block,  scarlet  fever  block,  diphtheria  block,  typhoid 
block,  laundry,  disinfection  block  and  a mortuary.  A modern 
Washington-Lyon  Steam  Disinfector  is  installed. 

Accommodation,  according  to  Local  Government  Board 
Regulations,  is  las  follows: — 

Scarlet  Fever  Block  < 10  beds 

Diphtheria  8 „ 

Typhoid  „ 4 

1 • r 

Total  22  „ 

Infectious  Diseases 

There  has  been  no  serious  epidemic  of  Infectious  Disease 
during  the  year.  1 

Particulars  of  the  cases  notified  will  be  found  on  page 

14  of  this  r eport.  i 

V accination 

I am  indebted  to  the  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  following 
information. 

No.  of  Primary  Vaccinations  during  the  year  1915 — 18. 

Tuberculosis 

7 “ primary  ” and  2 “ secondary  ” notifications  of  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis,  (pnd  3 of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were 
received  during  the  year. 

The  cases  were  visited  and  the  premises  inspected 
wherever  it  seemed  desirable. 

4 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 from  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  occurred.  Disinfection  of  the  rooms 
was  carried  out  in  each  case  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Year  1915. 

Housing 

41  houses  have  been  inspected  under  the  Housing,  Town. 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  and  results  properly  recorded.  40  informal 
notices  were  sent  in  connection  with  these  inspections,  and 
these  have  been  followed  by  6 Statutory  Notices  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 

The  public  Water  Supply  has  been  laid  on  to  an 
additional  23  premises  during  the  year.  1 ~ i 


Nuisances  observed  during  ordinary  Inspections  of  the  District 

Preliminary  notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  were 


served  as  follows  : — 

Defective  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  8 

Keeping  Pigs  and  Fowls  too  close  to  Dwellings  7 
Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  45 

Filthy  Closets  ...  ...  ...  11 

Overcrowding  Dwelling  .'Houses'  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Properties  ...  ...  13 

Defective  Eavesguttersand  Down  Pipes  ...  7 

To  provide  proper  Sanitary  Dustbins  ...  12 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  6 


Slaughter-  H ouses 

42  Inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made,  and 
the  occupiers’  attention  drawn  to  any  contravention  of  the 
Bye-laws,  and  in  6 instances  it  was  necessary  to  serve  notices 
for  sanitary  defects  found  to  exist;  There  are  5 Registered 
Slaughter-houses  in  the  town,  and  one  licensed. 


Cow-Sheds  and  Dames 

40  inspections  were  made,  and  in  two  instances  Cleansing 
notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  Cowsheds. 

Bakehouses,  Factories,  'Workshops  and  ^^orkplaces 

These  have  been  regulafly  inspected  and  one  notice 
to  provide  proper  drainage  was  served.  63  Inspections  of 
these  premises  were  made.  f 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  Cleansing 
notices  served  where  necessary.  ' ' 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfections 

10  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  investigated,  and  26 
rooms  disinfected.  6 

Billets  of  Troops 

Mav  lalry^tSrTi0n  7 Soldiers  bmets  commenced  in 

.o™,  measured  up.  VMS.  “weekly ttrt? 

oi  t Mf  <=- ' 

the  Military  Authorities.  S°  been  suPPIied  to 


Area  of  District  in  j Total  population  at  all  ages 5375  \ At 

acres  (laud  and  in-  l 4647  Number  of  inhabited  houses 1268  > Cenus  of 

land  water)  j Average  number  of  persons  per  house 4.2  » 1911 
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TABLE  I — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915  and  previous  Years. 

Biggleswade  Urban  District. 
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TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  year  1915.. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

NUMBER 

OF  CASES 

NOTIFIED. 

At  all 
ages 

At  Ages — Years. 

Undei 

1 

.!  1 and 

under 
5 years 

5 anr 
undei 
15  y'r 

15  am 
under 
s 25  y’r 

25  an 
| undei 
45  y’r 

1(45  am 
undei 
s 65  y’r 

65  and 
upw’ds 

Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  PI  <gue  (P)  ... 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup)  ... 

n 

-t 

2 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

n 

1 

9 

1 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

i 

1 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

i 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

9 

4 

4 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Totals... 

29 

1 

3 

12 

6 

6 

1 

<!0« 

g&3? 


11 


16 


* Biggleswade  Isolation  Hospital. 

Total  available  Beds,  22.  Number  o^  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently 
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TABLE  III 

Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1915 
classified  by  age  and  cause. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1 

Net  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  ages  of  "Residents” 
whether  occuiing  within  or  without  the  District 

Total  Deaths 

i_.  whether  of  ‘Residents’ 

t-1  or  ‘Non  residents’  in 

Institutions  in  Dist’t 

co  All  Ages. 

Under 

04  1 Year. 

1 and  under 

■pa  2 years. 

2 and  under 
01  5 years. 

b and  under 

03  15  years. 

15  and  under 

"'J  25  years. 

*4 

© 

3 © 

c3  ^ 

m 

Csj 

8 

Sm 

© 

3 c r. 

3 5 
c £ 
c ^ 
a 

o “> 

9 

u. 

rz  nz 

G 

- g 
£ | 

10 

f Certified 

85 

11 

2 

3 

4 

7 

10 

19 

29 

24 

All 

causes  | Uncertified 

* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1. 

Enteric  Fever 

— 



— 

— 



— 



— 

- 

1 

2. 

Small-pox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3. 

Measles 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

4. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 



1 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Phthisis 

— 

— 

— 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

4 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

10. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

j 12. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

1 

13. 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

— 

14. 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

3 

1 

— 

16. 

Bronchitis 

17 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

7 

— 

17. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

8 

1 

— 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

18. 

Other  diseases  of  respir- 

atory  organs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

19. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 21. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

21a 

Alcoholism 

22. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

! 23. 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

24. 

Other  accidents  and  di- 

seases  of  Pregnacy  and 

Parturition 

1 



— 

— 

— 

■ 

1 

— 

— 

25. 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 

Premature  Birth... 

5 

5 

1 

26. 

Violent  Deaths  excluding 

Suicide  

2 

- - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

* 

1 

27. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Other  Defined  Diseases.. 

23 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

2 

16 

17 

; 29. 

Diseases  ill-defined  oi 

un-known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

85 

11 

2 

3 

4 

7 

10 

19 

29 

24 

TABLE  IV. — Infant  Mortality. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age 
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